Jesus t Mary T Joseph
Chapter 32 - The Predominant Fault
Christ:

My child, I give strength to those who make an honest effort in fighting against their faults.
The harder they try, the more will they advance in virtue. The self-control which | give is a
man’s greatest glory because he approaches closer to My perfection.

2. No two men have the same combination of faults, nor have they the same amount of grace. |
give more grace to those who make good use of what they have already received.

3. As you make progress against your main fault, you will find your other faults easier to
control. Once you are the master of your heart, you will be the master of your life. Your
intelligence will be guided by My grace, and your will, will follow My wise and holy law.

4. Begin at last! Attack first your most frequent fault. When you fall back into that fault,
instead of becoming sad and discouraged, prove your sorrow by beginning again. You will find
selfishness at the bottom of every fault. Your feelings will rebel, but you must fix your eyes on
Me, and let your will stand firm on My law.

5. Prayer, penance, and My sacraments will help you to see Me near, and will give you the
strength to follow My Will.

Think:

Every man has a predominant fault, that is, an outstanding one, because of which he commits
most of the sins in his daily life. Conquering that fault means overcoming many different sins.
This fault will not die easily, but a sincere and continued effort will weaken it more and more.
Our Lord will not let me fight in vain. He will give me strength to make true progress against this
fault. 1 need only to continue trying, doing whatever is necessary to overcome this fault.

Pray:

Lord, make me wise in using the means which You have provided for my spiritual victory. Let
me never become careless or lazy in following the guidance of Your Church, nor in frequently
using Your sacraments. The victory of this daily battle will bring me eternal glory in the
wonderful life of Heaven. The reward which You have prepared is far greater than my effort can
ever deserve of itself. Let me never become tired of fighting for Heaven. Amen.

December 1%
Saint Eligius or Eloy, Bishop of Noyon (1665)

Eligius, born near Limoges in the late sixth century, was in his childhood so skilled in manual
arts, that his father decided to place him as an apprentice under a silversmith of Limoges. In a
few years he had no rival in the art of metalworking. His piety and virtues recommended him still
more highly than his talents; his frankness, prudence, gentleness, and charity were admired by all.

The king of France, Clotaire 11, heard of him, sent for him, and commanded him to make a
golden throne adorned with jewels. For that purpose the king provided a large quantity of gold
and precious stones, and with the materials given him Eligius made not one, but two magnificent
thrones. Struck by the craftsman’s rare honesty and ability, as well as by the overpowering
beauty of his work, the king appointed him royal goldsmith for his kingdom, and kept him in his
palace. Until then, the Saint had liked luxurious surroundings, but now, touched by a particular
grace, he began to live in the midst of riches as a poor disciple of Jesus Christ. His greatest
pleasure was to make beautiful reliquaries for the Saints. But best of all he loved the poor, and
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the treasures which passed from his hands into those of the indigent could scarcely be counted.
When strangers asked to see him, they were told to go to a certain street and stop at the house in
front of which a crowd of beggars was waiting; that would be his house. He would wash their
feet, serve them with his own hands, take the last place at table, and eat only their leftovers.
When Saint Eligius had no more money, he would give away his furnishings and his very
cincture, his cloak and shoes.

The friendship of the Saint with King Dagobert, successor to Clotaire Il, has become legendary.
One day Eligius came to the king and said to him, “My prince, | have come to ask a favor of you:
give me the terrain of Solignac, that I may make a ladder by which you and | can both ascend to
heaven.” The king willingly consented, and the Saint built a monastery. Neither one became a
monk, but Saint Eligius loved to visit the religious and spend a few days with them from time to
time, to be edified by their regularity.

Saint Eligius was finally obliged to accept a nomination to the episcopal see of Noyon. His life
as a bishop was the continuation of his good works. He possessed the gift of miracles; he cast out
demons and cured the sick by a simple word or the touch of his hand. By a special gift of God, he
found the bodies of Saints long honored, but whose burial places were unknown. It is he who
found the sacred remains of Saint Quentin, the illustrious martyr, those of Saint Piat at Seclin, and
of Saint Lucian at Beauvais; for all of these he himself made beautiful reliquaries. He died in
665, regretted by all.

Sources: Vie des Saints pour tous les jours de I’année, by Abbé L. Jaud (Mame: Tours, 1950);
Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints, a compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the Saints and other
sources, by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers: New York, 1894).

Preparing the Stable
December 1st — The Stable

Frequently during the day, offer your heart to the little Infant Jesus. Ask Him to make it His
home.
Ejaculation: Sweet Jesus, take my heart and make it meek and pure.
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