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Chapter 24 - Purgatory Here or Hereafter
Christ:
My child, do not expect to find peace until you have overcome a variety of troubles and opposition. If
you say that you cannot bear much suffering now, how will you be able to endure the purifying pains of
Purgatory hereafter?
2. The patient man finds a cleansing purgatory in this earthly life. When others wrong him, he is more
sorry that evil is done than that he has been wronged. He forgives the evil-doer from the bottom of his
heart. He is not slow to ask pardon when he himself has hurt others. He is more easily moved to pity
than to anger. He frequently disregards his feelings and tries to live above them, according to his
intelligence and My grace.
Think:
Either here on earth or hereafter in Purgatory, I must make up for each fault I commit. Nothing tainted
will be allowed to enter Heaven. I can purify my soul now by following the example and words of Christ,
my Redeemer. He gained for me the grace to conquer sin and error. Now I must do my part by living a
holy life. If I refuse, and die in venial sin, I’ll have to make it up in Purgatory. If I die in mortal sin, I
shall condemn myself to hell forever.
Pray:
My Jesus, you fulfilled Your Father’s Will largely by Your patience during Your earthly life.
Therefore, it is only right that I, a miserable sinner, should be patient in my own daily life. Even though
this present life may feel like a burden, still, by the help of Your grace, it is a great opportunity to earn
heavenly merit. Your holy example and the lives of Your saints, make this life lighter and more bearable
for those who take time out each day so as to see more clearly Your way to Heaven. Amen.
November 20th
Saint Felix of Valois, Founder of the Trinitarian Order (†1127-1212)
Saint Felix was the son of the Count of Valois. His mother carried him to Saint Bernard at his
monastery of Clairvaux, to offer him there to God, when he was three years old; she kept him, however,
under her own care and took particular care of him, permitting him, still young, to distribute the alms she
was pleased to give to the poor. When the exiled Pope Innocent II sought refuge in France, the Count of
Valois, father of Felix, offered his castle of Crepy to the Pontiff, who often blessed the young child whom
he saw being trained in virtue. One day when Felix gave away his own habits to a poor beggar, he found
them that evening neatly laid on his bed; and he thanked God for this sign of His divine goodness,
proving that one loses nothing when one gives to the poor.
When he was ten years old he obtained grace for a prisoner condemned to death, by means of his prayer
and his pleadings with his uncle, a lord of whom the man was the subject. Felix had a presentiment that
this man would become a saint; and in fact, he retired into a deep solitude where he undertook severe
penance and died the death of the just.
The unfortunate divorce of the parents of Felix, and the excommunication of his father, who had
remarried and whose condemnation raised serious troubles on his domains, caused to mature in the young
man a long-formed resolution to leave the world. Confiding his mother to her pious brother, Thibault,
Count of Champagne, Felix took the Cistercian habit at Clairvaux. His rare virtues drew on him an
admiration such that, with Saint Bernard’s consent, he fled from it to Italy, where he began to live an
austere life with an aged hermit in the Alps. For this purpose he had departed secretly, and the servants his
uncle sent believed him dead, being unable to trace him; they published the rumor of his death. About this
time the old hermit procured the ordination of his disciple as a priest.

After his elderly counselor died in his arms, Saint Felix returned to France. He built a cell in the diocese
of Meaux in an uninhabited forest; this place was later named Cerfroid. Amid savage beasts he led an
angelic life of perpetual fasting. Here God inspired him with the desire of founding an Order for the
redemption of Christian captives. The Lord also moved Saint John of Matha, a young nobleman of
Provence, to seek out the hermit and join him. The two applied themselves to the practice of all virtues. It
was John who overtly proposed to Saint Felix the project of an Order for the redemption of captives,
when his preceptor was already seventy years old. The latter gladly offered himself to God for that
purpose, and after praying for three days the two solitaries made a pilgrimage to Rome in the middle of
winter. They were kindly received by the Pope, after he read the recommendation which the Bishop of
Paris had given them. He too prayed and became convinced that the two Saints were inspired by the Holy
Spirit, and he gave his approbation to the Trinitarian Order.
Within forty years the Order would have six hundred monasteries. Saint John, who was Superior
General, left to Saint Felix the direction of the convents in France, exercised from the monastery which
the founders had built at Cerfroid. There Saint Felix died in November of 1212, at the age of eighty-five,
only about six weeks before his younger co-founder. It is a constant tradition in the Trinitarian Order that
Saint Felix and Saint John were canonized by Urban IV in 1260, though no bull has ever been found. In
1219 already the feast of Saint Felix was kept in the entire diocese of Meaux. In 1666 Alexander VI
declared that veneration of the servant of God was “immemorial”.
Sources: The Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs and Principal Saints, by Rev. Alban Butler (Metropolitan
Press: Baltimore, 1845), Vol. IV, October-December; Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr.
Paul Guérin (Bloud et Barral: Paris, 1882), Vol. 13.
Note: here is a link to an excellent excerpt from the Catholic Encyclopedia (1912) about the history of
the Trinitarian Order. http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15045d.htm
Daily Thoughts and Prayers For Our Beloved Dead
Twentieth Day
He whom we mourn is in Heaven, safe from all miseries, and he awaits us.
Prayer: Our Father. 3 Hail Marys. Glory Be. De Profundis.
Most merciful Jesus, by the merits of Thy five Wounds, hear our prayers in behalf of the faithful
departed now awaiting Thy word in Purgatory. Grant, O Lord, to show particular mercy to the soul that
did most to propagate the devotion to Thy Sacred Heart while on earth. Speed his journey to Heaven, that
he may join Thy Angels in praising Thee forever.
Ejaculation: Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee. (300 day)
De Profundis (Psalm 129)
1 Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord:
2 Lord, hear my voice. Let Thy ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
3 If Thou, O Lord, wilt mark iniquities: Lord, who shall stand it.
4 For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness: and by reason of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O
Lord. My soul hath relied on His Word:
5 My soul hath hoped in the Lord.
6 From the morning watch even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord.
7 Because with the Lord there is mercy: and with Him plentiful redemption.
8 And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
Source: Douay Rheims Bible, Imp. 1899
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