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Chapter 41 - Earning the Reward
Christ:
My child, for reasons which you cannot fully appreciate at present, I made your earthly
life a time of labor and trial. Each and every time I permit you to suffer pain, grief or
disappointment I do it for your own good. These trials help you to come closer to Me in
one way or another. I made your earthly life a time of labor and trial. Do not think too
much about pleasure and rest in this life. Be prepared to exercise patience rather than
enjoy comfort or consolation. Think more of carrying the cross of daily life rather than of
avoiding everything unpleasant.
2. Do you expect to enjoy interior consolation whenever you wish? Not even My saints
could do that during their earthly life. They had to face many troubles, temptation, interior
misery and desolation. They went on, however, in spite of all these obstacles, trusting in
Me more than in themselves. They were fully aware that the sufferings of this life are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to come.
3. Do you not see how selfish your desires are? You want to obtain quickly the peace
and holiness which others achieved only after many trials and labors. You are more
interested in enjoying My gifts than in earning them. No, you must do things My way if
you want to live the best way.
4. Wait for the light and strength which I will send in due time. In the meantime have
courage and be patient. Do not give up the fight against your faults and defects. Do your
best to become the kind of person I want you to be. Leave the results to Me. I am near
you at every moment. Be unselfish enough to go on trying for My sake. I will someday
reward you far beyond anything you can imagine.
Think:
Heaven is a reward – a thing to be earned. Though I can never really deserve it by my
poor human efforts alone, Jesus has made is possible for me to work for it with His help.
Strengthened by His grace, I can strive for Heaven. An honest daily effort against my
faults and a faithful attempt to do God’s Will in all things, will bring me the glorious
reward of Heaven. Earthly life has its labors, trials, and difficulties. Each day I show by
my actions, words, thoughts, and desires, how sincerely I am working for Heaven.
Pray:
Holy Ghost, my God, help me to see Thy guiding hand in time of trial, and let me follow
humbly and loyally whatever Thou desires of me. I want to do the best that is in me, be it
ever so little. Heaven is more than I will ever deserve, but at least I can do my best to
make myself a little less unworthy of it. My God, I hope in Thee, for the grace to go on
trying each hour of the day. Amen.
December 10th - Saint Eulalia, Child Martyr (†303)
Saint Eulalia was a native of Merida, in Spain. The daughter of Christian parents, she
was taught in her childhood by a very holy priest of that city. She was but twelve years
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old when the bloody edicts of Diocletian were issued. Her parents, knowing of her vow of
virginity and fearing that her zeal would cause her to be a victim of the persecutions, sent
her to their house in the country. Eulalia indeed escaped, as they feared, and returned to
the city to present herself, with her young companion and Christian friend, Julie, before
the cruel Calpurnianus, representing the viceroy of Diocletian. She reproached him for
attempting to destroy souls, by compelling them to renounce the only true God.
The officer commanded that she be seized, and at first tried to win her over by flattery.
Failing in this, he had her flogged and resorted to threats, causing the most dreadful
instruments of torture to be placed before her eyes, and saying to her: “All this you shall
escape, if you will but touch a little salt and frankincense with the tip of your finger.”
Provoked by these seducing flatteries, our Saint threw down the idol before her, and
trampled upon the cake placed there for the sacrifice. At the judge’s order, two
executioners tore her tender sides with iron hooks, so as to leave the very bones bare, then
tortured her with burning torches, and dragged her by her hair to the site of execution. She
said to the cruel persecutor, “Calpurnianus, look well at me so that you may recognize me
on the day of the Final Judgment, when both of us will appear before Jesus Christ, our
common Lord, I to receive the reward of my torments, and you, the chastisement of your
inhumanity toward the Christians.” She was covered with hot coals; the fire caught in her
hair and surrounded her head and face, and she suffocated amid the smoke and flames.
The persecutor commanded that her body be left untended for three days, but Providence
covered it with a blanket of snow, which seemed to whiten it and give it a marvelous
beauty.
The Christians buried Saint Eulalia in Merida. Later her body was transported to
Oviedo, Spain, where it was placed in a chapel dedicated to her memory, within the large
church. She is the patroness of that city, and many graces have been received when her
relics are transported in processions in times of public necessity.
Sources: Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints, a compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the
Saints and other sources, by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers: New York,
1894); Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr. Paul Guérin (Bloud et Barral:
Paris, 1882), Vol. 14.
~*~*~ Today is also the Feast of the Translation of the Holy House of Loredo ~*~*~
Preparing the Stable - December 10th - Blankets
Provide the manger of your heart with soft, warm blankets. Avoid harsh and angry
words; be kind and gentle to all.
Ejaculation: Jesus, help me to be meek and humble like Thee.
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